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~ | + En DA Z 
S THE CENTURIES WENT BY, MANKIND 
VENTURED FAR AFIELD. או‎ А THOUSAND YEARS 
OF STAR TRAVEL, NO OTHER INDICATION OF 
SENTIENT LIFE WAS EVER DISCOVERED. WITH A 
LACK OF HABITABLE PLANETS, MAN HAD TO ADAPT 
TO WHAT WAS AVAILABLE. HIS GREATEST SUCCESS 
„WAS ON WATER-COVERED PLANETS WHERE HUGE 
CITIES WERE BUILT UNDERWATER TO HARVEST THE 
SEA. 
ONE SUCH CITY WAS ON THE TOTALLY WATER- 
COVERED PLANET OF OCEANIA, AND IT WAS THE 
SCENE 0F— 





EARTH OUTPOST ON THE VERY FRINGE ОҒ 
KNOWN SPACE, THE SOLE OCCUPANT, 
TECHNICIAN DREW BRAND, MONITOI 
THREE ENERGY SOURCES. БР” 


Жаса: 


ДР N 














THOSE ... THOSE THINGS! 
WHATEVER THEY ARE, THEY'RE 
FROM UNEXPLORED SPACE. 


1 я 
OVERLOAD! THOSE THINGS EMIT HIGH INTENSITY 4 
BEAMS. MY INSTRUMENTS HAVE ALL GONE 1 





THE ENERGY FADED AND MASSIVE ALIEN CRAFT МА 


AVOC WITH ANY 
NICATIONS AND DETECTION 
INSTRUMENT! 5 SHALL NOT BE AWAR 
{ОРЕ OUR PRE 
vr 


АМСЕ PARTY CROSSING OVER TO 
STATION NO! 




















5 
THE ALIENS RIPPED APART THE AIRLOCK DOORS OF ARIES IV — || 
Aw 


THE ALIENS MUST BE A VERY PUNY 
ος RACE. 3 














„РАЈЕ BREATHABLE . . . WITH TOLERABLE 
OXYGEN CONTENT, THE LIFE-FORMS WHO 
INHABIT THIS SECTOR EXIST IN AN 
ATMOSPHERE SIMILAR TO OUR OWN. THEIR 
WORLDS SHALL BE RIPE FOR CONQUEST 


Е | | 
| = - 
5 z» GESU 


ТІ) I 


y) DESERTED . . . THERE ISN'T A SIGN 
OF LIFE ANYWHERE ON THIS VESSEL. 


I 











IN THE ESCAPE НОЦ 
.OVERED. 


WITH ALL COMMUNICATIONS. 
CHANNELS OUT OF ORDER, I'VE 
GOT TO GET AWAY, AND 
ALERT EARTH TO THIS THREAT... 




















THEIR WEAPONRY SEEMS А BIT DATED 
ም SIMPLE BLASTERS, BY THE LOOKS OF " 
А THINGS. BUT THAT DOES NOT MAKE THEM 
` ЕД ANY LESS EFFECTIVE! 


I'M LEAVING THEM WELL BEHIND 

NOW. THEIR PRIMITIVE ROCKET 
ENGINES CANNOT HOPE TO 

Å COMPETE WITH MY WARP DRIVE. 


₪ 


STRANGE HOW А SPACE-GOING 
RACE HAS NOT PROGRESSED 
WS, BEYOND BASIC CRAFT AND LASER 
BLASTERS. 
T τ 











10 
SOON, ON VETAR III, A NITROGEN-ATMOSPHERE WORLD INHABITED ONLY BY АМ 
INDEPENDENT TERRA-FORMING COMPANY — 
THESE TERRA-FORMERS ARE IN 


DANGER UNLESS | GET THEM AWAY 
FROM HERE 


TERRA-FORMING WAS THE SCIENCE OF MAKING HOSTILE PLANETS HABITABLE. THE ₪ 
ERED TO SUIT MAN'S REQUIREMENTS. 





TEMPERATURE AND THE VERY CLIMATE WERE ALT 























| BRAND LANDED SAFELY — _ \ 


WHAT DO YOU WANT, STRANGER? 


ОР ALIEN INVADERS ARE HEADING /N 
THIS WAY, AND — 


THAT'S THE UNLIKLIEST 
STORY I'VE HEARD. 
WHATEVER COMPANY 
YOU'RE WORKING FOR 
WANTS US TO FORSAKE 
OUR CLAIM SO THAT < 一 
THEY CAN JUMP IN AND 
FINISH THE JOB WE'VE 
STARTED. 


ÎN WE'LL SEND HIM BACK TO EARTH ONTHE 
(> NEXT OXYGEN SHUTTLE AND LET THE 
AUTHORITIES DECIDE WHAT TO DO WITH 
т — YOU'RE ЛИ 
MAKING A BIG MISTAKE! 

















в YOU CAN WAIT IN THIS OXYGEN 
TANK UNTIL THE SHUTTLE ARRIVES. 





IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE THE STILL MYSTERIOUS ALIENS ARRIVED — 
A => E ` 
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= od: LIKE ENGINES OF DESTRUCTION 12 í 
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++ THERE'S NO STOPPING THEM ! 


THE SHIPS! THEY'RE 
П 
OUR НЕ НОРЕ 
7 




















THE UNFORTUNATE TERRAFORMER WAS LIFTED TO HIS DOOM AS THE SURVIVORS BLASTED OFF — 

















ON BOARD THE SHUTTLE — SO THAT FELLOW WE CAUGHT WAS 
TELLING THE TRUTH AFTER ALL 
YES — AND WE'VE LEFT HIM DOWN ў 


КЕ WITH THOSE MURDEROUS ALIENS! 


PASS ME THAT RESPIRATOR 
MUST CHECK THESE TANKS. 





BRAND? 5 STANDARD TRANSLATOR PACK ENABLED HIM TO UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS BEING SAID. 


























ALIEN — OUR 
WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE א‎ аскат YOU BEFORE YOU 
mr DIE m 


SO THIS IS А SPECIMEN OF THE 
E DOMINANT LIFE-FORM IN TES SECTOR. 


I САМТ5ТАМО 

GRAVITY IS INCREDIBLE... THESE 
ALIENS MUST BE FROM SOME 

GIANT WORLD WITH ENORMOUS 
GRAVITATIONAL PULL... NO 

WONDER THEY ARE SO POWERFUL 

UNDER ORDINARY CONDITIONS D, 































OUT YOU GO, HUMAN! IF THE FALL 
DOESNT KILL YOU, OUR BLAST-OFF WILL! 














CONQUERING THEM WILL BE NO 
CHALLENGE TO THE MIGHTY 
KLAGOTH RACE . .. DISPOSE ОҒ 
AND PREPARE TO BLAST OFF! jg 























++ HIS HAND CLOSED ON THE VALVE 
EEL— ju. 


AAARGH! MY ARM... ! 


GOT TO HOLD אס‎ ...! 





WITH HIS LAST OUNCES OF STRENGTH, 
BRAND REACHED OUT... 4 


If THAT WHEEL... MY 
ONLY CHANCE... 


ШЕ 








INCH BY INCH НЕ PULLED HIMSELF UP, UNTIL 


NOW IF I CAN ONLY GET 
THIS — UNHH — HATCH ОРЕМ... 


DONE IT! AND NOT A MOMENT TO 24 
SPARE .. . THE SHIP IS STARTING TO LIFT OFF! 














GOT THE HATCH CLOSED ... BUT THIS 
PRIMITIVE VESSEL IS WITHOUT G-FORCE 
NULLIFIERS . . . AND THE PRESSURE IS MORE 

THAN | САМ “ΕΑΝ. 


N 
DREW WAS UNCONSCIOUS LONG BEFORE THE KLAGOTH 
SHIP HAD CLEARED VETAR III'S NITROGEN-RICH ATMOSPHERE 


APPROACHING THE WATER WORLD OF OCEANIA. LET'S HOPE 


THEY'RE PREPARED TO WELCOME VISITORS. 
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[ONLY THE COLONISTS’ LANDING TOWERS BROKE 
THE SURFACE OF OCEANIA'S PLANET-WIDE 


ee. en 


PRESSURE DOMES SEALED 


TOWERS RETRACTING. 























+++ MAYBE THEY CAN EXPLAIN 


GOOD 
OUR COMMUNICATIONS BLACKOUT 





С NOW, HIGH 


FOR THEIR ARRIVAL. 
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VISITORS DESCENDIN: 


x 
Y A VA! 


ON THE OCEAN FLOOR, LA' 


ST CITY — 








THE SURVIVORS REACHED THE SAFETY OF THE CITYDOMES — I 
, 


WELCOME, STRANGERS. I AM SURELL, THE 
HIGH COUNCILLOR. WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 
OUR WORLD? = 


AN ALIEN WARFLEET 15 ON ITS WAY 
HERE . . . YOU MUST PREPARE TO 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LIVES. 


WE ARE NOT A WARLIKE PEOPLE. IF 
YOUR STORY IS TRUE WE NEED ONLY 


WE HAVE NO ATTACK CRAFT BECAUSE 
WE PREFER TO KEEP TO OURSELVES. 

















WARP DRIVE AS SOON AS WE LEAVE THE 
ATMOSPHERE. THOSE ALIENS CAN'T BE FAR 
BEHIND US NOW. 

















PLEASE UNDERSTAND . . . WE ARE ል 

PEACEFUL PEOPLE. WE HAVE NEVER 

HAD ANY NEED OF WEAPONS AND 
WARFARE ... JT 
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WITH THE LAST OF THE TERRA-FORMERS' VESSELS GONE, THE LANDING TOWERS STARTED | 
THEIR DESCENT. ₪ 


መመመ 
THE КАСОТН VESSELS PLUNGED INTO 
THE SEAS OF OCEANIA — 




















ANOTHER ALIEN COLONY AWAITS OUR 
CONQUEST. IT SHALL FALL AS EASILY AS 


А SHORT SIEGE AND 
IT SHALL BE OURS. 





THE IMMENSE WATER PRESSURE HAD NO EFFECT ON THE KLAGOTH'S GRAVITY-HARDENED 
BODIES. THEY SWARMED ACROSS THE SEA BED LIKE A MINDLESS HORDE OF DESTRUCTION. 
NOTHING MAN-MADE COULD STAND BEFORE THE AWESOME POWER OF THE INVADERS 


> 

















А FORTUNATE FEW MANAGED ₪ THE КАСОТН RUPTURED THE PLASTISTEEL COVERING 
ESCAPE THE DESTRUCTION IN THEIR OF THE DOMES, AND FOR THE IN! NTS THERE 
FORCE BUBBLES — STANDARD WAS NO ESCAPE. 

EQUIPMENT FOR ALL OCEANIA 2 

CITIZENS AS A PROTECTION ₪ 

AGAINST THE IMMENSE PRESSURE. 


THEY'RE MOVING TOWARDS 
ONE OF THE CITY-DOMES! 

"е 

) 














ב 
Å WE'RE ALL DOOMED!‏ 




















DREW СКАМЛЕО OVER ТО THE OBSERVATION PORT. 


7 GREAT PHOTONS! THE KLAGOTHS ARE 
4 HAVING А FIELD DAY DOWN THERE . 
AND THERE'S NOTHING I CAN DO TO 


WAIT A MINUTE . . . THIS MUST BE ONE OF THE 
SHIP'S WEAPON EMPLACEMENTS. IF ONLY I CAN 
FIGURE OUT THESE CONTROLS... 




















s M ₪ 

> THIS 15 CHILDISHLY SIMPLE TO 

$ OPERATE... NOW LET THEM HAVE “A 
А TASTE OF THEIR OWN MEDICINE! /- 


А BLAST OF LASER ENERGY BURST AMONGST THE KLAGOTH — 
mm ww" ሻሻ] 
Я N 


A FET”. турт" 























THEY KNOW [ለላ НЕКЕ NOW . 

BUT I CANT HELP THAT. АТ LEAST 

ፒ THIS WAY | САМ GO DOWN Ж 
FIGHTING! 


ib 




















Fu, / Y А BLASTER CHARGER 
M % WILL SØRT YOU OUT. 


AS HE RECOVERED — Passo 
I THE OUTER HATCH IS STARTING ТО 








Ku i 


THE CONCUSSION SWEPT OVER BRAND — 
ARN. ον 


WEZ 4 | 2 
ма ^; 
Sas. SM 























FEAR NOT! I KNEW THAT WHOEVER FIRED 
መይ THOSE SHOTS COULD NOT BE ONE OF THE 
ENEMY. THIS WAY, QUICKLY — MY FORCE BUBBLE CAN 
EASILY CARRY TWO. 


“የ CONCUSSION RUPTURES SOME 
VITAL PART OF THE SHIP... 
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arti өт 
I TA 
ка 








THE FORCE BUBBLE WAS CAUGHT IN THE 
TURBULENCE OF THE EXPLOSION. 





VM AFRAID IT IS ONLY ል MINOR VICTORY. ONCE 
WE REACH THE SURFACE THERE WILL BE 
NOWHERE FOR US TO GO. WE'LL BE FLOATING 


Pg TARGETS FOR THE ALIENS. 








BUT, THE TERRA-FORMERS HAD RETURNED — 


ALL RIGHT, HIGH COUNCILLOR 
- МЕ GOT YOU 














HURRY! ТНЕВЕ 5 
APPROACHING UNDERWATER 


Na 4 


“(THE KLAGOTHS ARE 
BLASTING OFF! 

















E: = 
ЖҮ Y. 
а 




















WE HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF 
SPEED — SO LET'S USE IT! ዝ 


WE'RE 
OVERLOADED. OUR LIFE- SUPPORT 5 
DRAINING MOST OF THE ENERGY. WE 
CAN'T KEEP UP THIS VELOCITY ANY 


THE OTHERS ARE LEAVING US BEHIND. THEY 
CAN'T AFFORD TO WAIT. WE'RE ON OUR OWN 
+ WITH THE KLAGOTH FLEET CLOSING, BEHIND 
US! Zu : 








АМО INEVITABLY — 4 Е STRAGGLING HUMAN VESSEL DEAD 
9 “e EAD. TAKE АМ, AND ON MY ORDEI 


A е . 





40 
PREPARATIONS HAD BEEN MADE FOR THAT VERY EVENTUALITY. THE FORCE BUBBLES WERE W 








ТНЕ ENERGY BUBBLI ERE BLOWN AWAY FROM THE SHIP BY THE FORCE OF THE EXPLOSION. 

















WHEN CLOSE TOGETHER THE FORGE BUBBLES ALL 
MERGED INTO ONE. 


THERE ARE POCKETS OF OXYGEN LOCKED 
BENEATH THE SURFACE OF THIS ASTEROID. 
ALL WE NEED DO IS BREAK THEM OPEN 
AND WE'LL HAVE ALL THE AIR МЕ САМ 


IT WON'T NEED TO! WE WERE 
WRECKED ON A REGULAR 
FREIGHT ROUTE. THE SUPPLY 
SHIP WE WERE WAITING FOR ON 
МЕТАК Ill SHOULD BE PASSING 


THIS WAY 500 M 











IN SPACE THERE 15 ΝΟ DAY ORI NICHT: = а LOSES ALL MEANING. IT WAS A LONG TIME 
BEFORE. 














THEY НАУЕМТ SEEN US! 
4 IT'S GOING RIGHT PAST! 2 


A IF ONLY WE HAD SOMETHING TO 
ATTRACT THEIR ATTENTION .. . SOME KIND 
OF FLARE... 


OF COURSE! FIRE CANNOT BURN IN A 
VACUUM, BUT THERE'LL BE ENOUGH 
OXYGEN IN THIS ROCK TO GIVE OFF A 
BRIEF FLARE. | WANT EVERYONE TO JUMP 
AWAY FROM THIS ASTEROID WHEN | GIVE 


THE WORD... ፳፪ XN 

















TE SAME כ‎ 
EAST STERO ה‎ 
REE ЕКІСІ лос Mine OPPO 
£ TH HE GRES 








d CS 
[Амо А5 זו‎ BRUSHED AGAINST А NEIGHBOURING ASTEROID THERE WAS THE TINIEST OF SPÅR 





THE OXYGEN-RICH ASTEROID FLARED ІМ А SUDDEN BLAZE OF GLORY — 
- a — FT . - 


ALIGHT ... WE'D BETTER ₪ 
HEAVE TO AND INVESTIGATE. 














А TRACTOR BEAM IS PULLING 
US TOWARDS THE AIRLOCK 


.. SO YOU SEE, WE MUST FIND A WAY OF 
T / STOPPING THE ALIENS OR ELSE THE ENTIRE 
ДК I= HUMAN RACE IS DOOMED. 




















BY FEEDING או‎ WHAT INFORMATION I HAVE, 
THE COMPUTER DEDUCES THAT THE KLAGOTH 
COME FROM CETI TAURUS, BECAUSE THAT 
PLANET SEEMS TO HAVE THE REQUIRED ὦ 

CONDITIONS FOR THEM TO SURVIVE. 
WHEN | WAS FOUND BY THEM IT WAS IN 


ОМ A RESPIRATOR. THEY MUST. 
BREATHE ONE OF THE OTHER GASSES 
PRESENT IN THE ATMOSPHERE ... 
CARBON DIOXIDE OR NITROGEN OR. 


OF COURSE . , . NITROGEN! NOW THAT | THINK 
ABOUT IT, THE KLAGOTHS WERE NOT WEARING. 
THEIR RESPIRATORS OUT IN THE NITROGEN 
ATMOSPHERE OF МЕТАК Ill. 


EARTH-NORMAL ATMOSPHERE CONSISTS OF 78 
PER CENT NITROGEN AND ONLY 20 PER CENT 
OXYGEN. SO THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO LIVE QUITE 
EASILY UNDER THOSE CONDITIONS. IT IS ONLY 



































IT WAS A TRAIL OF MASS DESTRUCTION, MURDER AND CARNAGE — 


стара 


THAT'S А TERRAN SPACE CONTROL 


М THE EARTH... FROM A DISTANCE IT 2 
LOOKS AS PEACEFUL AND SERENE AS EVER. 





50 
BUT AS THE SHIP MOVED CLOSER, THE SIGNS OF INVASION BECAME ALL ТОО OBVIOUS. 
$ 5 Е 


N 





REFUGEES FROM ALL OVER THE PLANET ARE 
CONVERGING HERE, HOPING TO ESCAPE 
THROUGH HYPER-SPACE. BUT IT'S HOPELESS... 
STARPORT WAS NOT BUILT TO HANDLE SO 
SS MUCH TRAFFIC AT ONCE. = 


ORBITAL STARPORT WAS THE ONLY. STRUCTURE 











NEARING STARPORT'S DOCKING. 
FACILITIES! WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO 
PC WORK FAST TO PUT OUR PLAN או‎ ЈИ 
OPERATION. 


Г Y NG 
GOOD LUCK. LET'S HOPE YOU MANAGE TO )f— -. N Z 
| 


CONVINCE THE STARPORT CREW ТО GO ፓ፲ 
ALONG WITH OUR SCHEME. DON'T WORRY ABOUT THAT — OURS IS THE 
= . EASY PART. IT'S YOU WHO DESERVE ALL THE / | 




















STARRORT. 5 DOCKING BAY, THE PARENT VESSEL 


AS BRAND'S SCURRIER CRAFT MADE FOR 


MOVED DOWN INTO ል LOWER ORBIT — 


HESE VESSELS ARE TO INJECT 
OXYGEN INTO HOSTILE V 
ATMOSPHERES. THE KLACOTH 
SHOULD BE POISONED VERY 


PART TWO — REMAINDER OF 
SCURRIER CRAFT RELEASED, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH NORMAL 
ATMO-SPEEDING PROCEDURE. 


| 
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МЕАМУУНЦЕ ОМ EARTH'S SURFACE, THE KLAGOTH ADVANCED RELENTLESSLY. 
₪ | πλην or EN : pva 


Z? GIN. 
6 


wai 
OUR WEAPONS ARE USELESS 


> - 
WE'VE DONE ALL WE САМ, MEN. 
\ NOW LET'S MOVE OUT OF HERE. 









ЕРГІМ 
ANTS ОЁ THE TERRAN AIR FORCE зи 
jl 






2 ረ 


у 
= 























KLAGOTH WITHSTOOD THEIR CONCENTRATED FIRE. 
~ — — 
S M 


BEST THESE SOFT-SKINNED 
© ONES CAN PIT AGAINST US? < 


ТНЕКЕ 5 NO ENJOYMENT או‎ 
DEFEATING SO FEEBLE АМ OPPONENT! 











INSIDE THE ONLY REMAINING FIGHTER — 





N WE'RE LIKE TOYS TO THEM... . THERE'S 
ONLY ONE THING LEFT. FOR ME TODO. 

















LISTEN. . . ANOTHER IS APPROACHING. 
WILL THESE HUMANS NEVER LEARN? 





Ut 


THIS ONE LOOKS EVEN FLIMSIER THAN THE 
7 OTHERS. IT DOESN'T EVEN SEEM TO ВЕ 
ARMED. WHAT CAN THEY BE HOPING TO 




















IT'S WORKING! CONCENTRATED En 
IS LIKE POISON 55 ΤΟΤΗΕ T 






































BUT SOME ESCAPED THE DEADLY SPRAY — _ 
ШЕР 11 





/ У / 














(SA ALMOST THERE... GASI 
( BREATHE +++ GOT סז‎ КЕЕ! 


Ki 


HOLD THAT HATCHWAY!—COUGH 
= 'М GOING TO MAKE IT. 














THE SHIP'S STARTING TO LIFT OFF. I'D 
BETTER BE GETTING OUT OF HERE — AND FAST! 
5 


iż © — ἐν 
WAIT! OPEN THIS HATCH! ТНЕКЕ 5 
STILL... GASP TIME 




















62 
BRAND BLASTED PAST THE KLAGOTH VESSEL — ВИТ HAVE TO REACH THE FREIGHTER. 


THERE SHE IS! I HOPE THIS CRATE 
HOLDS OUT A LITTLE LONGER 




















COMES! 8 
PRECISELY אס‎ SCHEDULE! 
7 παπα 


ALTERING COURSE ΤΟ INTERCEPT 





STARPORT AGREED — THEY'RE 
መመመ MOVING IT CLOSER. 











MAINTAIN PRESENT VELOCITY! KEEP THOSE 
ALIENS ON OUR TAIL AND HOLD THIS 
COURSE UNTIL I GIVE THE WORD. 


ij THE HEAVIER, KLAGOTH 

7 AM VESSELS COULD NOT RESPOND QUICKLY 
© WATCH EVERY LAST ONE OF THEM WAS! 
SWALLOWED BY THE ONRUSHING STARPORT. 


THAT'S THE LAST WE'LL SEE OF THEM. STARPORT'S 
HYPER: SPACIAL CO-ORDINATES WERE SET FOR THE 
HEART OF THE SUN. 











66 
BACK ON EARTH SOME 20 UNITS LATER THE TWO MEN STOOD WATCHING לד‎ 


THAT'S THE KLAGOTH GONE. NOW WE HAVE ТО 
START AGAIN; REBUILDING, COLONISING AND 
MAKING SURE WE NEVER AGAIN FALL PREY TO 
||] THE WARMONGERS AND BUTCHERS OF THE 
~ "mf GALAXIES. 7 
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The first American in orbit was Lt. Col. John 

H. Glenn, 40, of the US Marine Corps. He 

flew Friendship 7 for 4 hr. 55 min. 23 sec. on 
February 20, 1962. He is now 8 US Senator. 





